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relates that he was in the habit of beating errant monks,
and on one occasion, when civil authorities claimed the
right of entering the monastery, the high-handed abbot
kicked them off the premises and nearly strangled the chief
official. But it is necessary to remember, before we condemn
Shenoudi as a brutal man, that the majority of the monks
were fellahin and that numbers of them were merely dis-
obedient children. No doubt, like many another hot-
tempered extremist, Shenoudi exaggerated his own violence,
and, in the succeeding moods of equally violent repentance
saw himself in a worse light than others would probably
have done. His simple monks came from a class which had
been disciplined with the stick since the Pyramids were made,
and it was probably the only argument they recognised.

His failings, to which he freely confessed, were balanced by
piety and tenderness. He believed that the Redeemer had
come to him in visions and had gone everywhere about the
monastery with him.

" There is no foot of ground in this monastery," he once
wrote, " which the Saviour has not walked leading me by the
hand. Whoever cannot visit Jerusalem may make his
offering in this church. This monastery is Jerusalem,"

I went on to the Red Monastery, less than four miles away.
Unlike its companion, this building does not stand alone
in the desert, but lies partly concealed by houses and palm
trees. It is called the Red Monastery because it is built of
reddish baked brick.

As in the White Church, the only portion of the building
which is in a tolerable state of preservation is the east end
of the church. This undoubtedly is the most ornate Christian
relic in Egypt. Hellenistic in style and perhaps rather over-
decorated, the building has a grandeur and a dignity even
to-day. It belongs definitely to the classical tradition, which
makes it such a strange sight in the stronghold of native,
Coptic-speaking Christianity. The theory that it was built
with pagan columns from a neighbouring Greek city is not
at all convincing when you remember that the monks who
were gathered round this church not only spoke no Greek,